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EU plans rapporteur group to handle glyphosate

11 Apr2019
NEWS
Jackie Bird

The European Commission has proposed that the next EU assessment of the herbicide, glyphosate, be handled by a group

of EU member states, rather than the current system of two countries acting as rapporteur and co-rapporteur.
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The European Commission has proposed that the next EU assessment of the herbicide, glyphosate, be handled by a group
of EU member states, rather than the current system of two countries acting as rapporteur and co-rapporteur. This is
because no individual member state volunteered to take on the “expected very large application dossier and the related
high workload”, the Commission says. However, France, Hungary, Netherlands and Sweden have agreed to be part of the
proposed Assessment Group on Glyphosate (AGG). The idea was discussed with member states in March and a vote is
scheduled for the April meeting of the EU Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed.

Considerable controversy surrounded the five-yvear renewal of glyphosate’s EU approval in 2017. Rapporteur Germany
and the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) came under sustained criticism from environmentalist groups because
they disagreed with the UN WHO’s International Agency for Research on Cancer’s conclusion that glyphosate was
probably carcinogenic. The criticism continues, with the German federal institute for risk assessment, the BfR, defending
itself in January against claims of “plagiarism” in its assessment report on glyphosate.

Applications for renewing glyphosate’s approval will have to be submitted by December 15th, three years before its expiry
date on December 15th 2022. The AGG will assess the application dossier and prepare a single draft renewal assessment
report to the EFSA in 2021, the Commission says.

The vote scheduled for April also covers a proposed amendment to Regulation 844/2012, which lays down procedures for

the renewal of agrochemical approvals, to enable other rapporteur groups to be established “in exceptional cases”.
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Onderwerp: SV: Glyphosate assessment: Proposal for news update on Monday
Dear NI and il

Thank you for the suggested amendments, which all look fine.

We are prepared to communicate on Monday. If we could get a short message about the result of the vote as soon it has taken place we would appreciate that as
well, for the same reason as in the case of Hungary.

Kind regards

Communications Secretariat
Swedish Chemicals Agency
Direct: +46 8GRI

Tet: 46 SRR
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Amne: RE: Glyphosate assessment: Proposal for news update on Monday

Dearall,

Thank you for drafting the new post. Hungary agrees with the modified text sent byWyesterday. We made some additional, very minor amendments to it.
Please find it attached.

Regarding the publication of this post, we will made it available on our website — in case of favourable vote - in Monday afternoon.

Since the vote will be in a different section of the SCoPAFF, the quick exchange of information is not guaranteed. Could we ask youﬂ to send a short message
about the result after the vote?

kind regards,

andi

Dear colleagues,

We think that thanks tojii)| and &) we have a very good news post now. We will publish a Dutch version as soon as we know about the results from the
SCOPAFF voting.

Kind regards,

Dearﬂ, dear colleagues,

Thanks for sharing the draft with us — enclosed please find some editorial suggestions (also run past EFSA), mainly intended for more precision in terminology.

On our side, we will not be pro-active after next Monday’s vote — though we’ll confirm — if asked — positive vote, and we will update the glyphosate website.
We will wait for the formal adoption by the Commission to issue a “midday” or eNews.

Regards,

5.1.2e




European Commission

DG Health and Food Safety

Unt E.4 - Pest cides and Bioc des
Tel.: +32- WY

e-mail: EliE 2ol @ec.europa.eu
Web: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health food-safety/

From: IS N ekemisc>
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2019 10:05 AM

Subject: Glyphosate assessment: Proposal for news update on Monday

Dear| sHEZREnTTGIOH and all,

As stated in the communiction plan, we are preparing to communicate on the expected result of the vote in SCOPAFF on Monday, about the forming of
the Assessment Group on Glyphosate.

In the attached file and below, you will find our proposal for a news post, to be published if the vote is in favour of forming the AGG. We propose that this
news post should be published at the websites of the four competent authorities after the voting has taken place on Monday. The content is similar to the
text that we published on 15 March.

On our part, we will also prepare for a similar news update in Swedish for our website. If | have understood things correctly, the voting is expected to take
place around noon on Monday 15 April.

We would appreciate if you are able to return with comments and any suggested amendments by tomorrow evening.

Kind regards

Communications Secretariat
Swedish Chemicals Agency

Direct: +46 SN

Tel: +46 8 ERACRILD
o
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France, Hungary the Netherlands and Sweden will carry out joint assessment of glyphosate
News 2019-04-15

EU Member States have agreed that France, Hungary, the Netherlands, and Sweden will be jointly responsible for the next evaluation of
the active substance glyphosate in plant protection products.

Approvals for active substances in plant protection products shall, according to the legislation, be reviewed regularly Normally, the evaluation
of such an application is made by a single Member State which is appointed as Rapporteur Member State (RMS) Due to the extensive
documentation for glyphosate, the European Commission has proposed that a group of Member States jointly should act as RMS for the next
evaluation of the substance

This proposal from the European Commission has now been supported by the EU Member States in a vote in the European Commission’s
Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (SCoPAFF) At the same time, the Standing Committee voted in favour of amending
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 844/2012 to allow such an approach The competent authorities in France, Hungary, the
Netherlands and Sweden have all agreed to be part of the rapporteur group, called "The Assessment Group on Glyphosate (AGG)"

The upcoming review of glyphosate in the EU starts on 15 December 2019, when an application for renewed approval must be submitted by the
applicant(s) The complete documentation to be assessed must be submitted by the applicant(s) within the subsequent six months By June 2021,
the AGG will present a draft assessment report to the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) The report will then be reviewed by other
Member States and stakeholder groups Based on the review and overall data, EFSA will conclude on the assessment Finally, the European
Commission decides whether or not glyphosate should be renewed

A decision on a renewed or non-renewed approval for glyphosate should be made no later than December 2022, when the current approval
period for glyphosate expires
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