


This bullet point informs the applicants on how the Members States will handle with these specific 
provisions, in connection to several relevant pre-harvest uses.  

For these relevant uses it is specified whether they are regarded as herbicide use, which is allowed, 
or as plant growth regulator, which is not allowed. Use as desiccant could cover both types and is 
therefore not mentioned as such, but split into either herbicide use or plant growth regulator use. 

1. Full-field herbicide – for use against weeds in crops close to harvest: 

- Full-field weed control close to harvest is not considered Good Agricultural Practice (GAP), as 
weeds should not be a problem in a well-managed mature crop. In addition a simultaneous  
effect as growth regulator for the crop cannot be prevented, which use cannot be 
authorized. 

- Spot treatment, for weed control close to harvest on a limited area (max 10% of the total 
field) can be GAP (e.g. crop failure on previously flooded areas in the field, or local layering 
of cereals). 

2. Herbicide/growth regulator - for use on the crop close to harvest: 

- Full-field use on crops close to harvest for synchronizing the ripening of seeds, or maturation 
of the crop, cannot be authorized, as it does not concern stopping plant growth (herbicide 
use), but rather speeding up the life cycle of the plants. This is considered as plant growth 
regulator use and therefore cannot be authorized.   

- Spot treatment, for preventing the undesired growth of plants  or regrowth of the crop in 
partial areas close to harvest, falls under the definition of herbicide use. This can be 
considered as GAP, provided that the use is restricted to a maximum of 10% of the area. 

3. Herbicide for grassland, cover crops or green manure crops. 

Where the aim is to kill the plants/crop this can be regarded as  a herbicide use. Provided 
that treated crop is not fed to live stock, this use can be considered GAP in case:   

- the crop is infested with perennial weeds, or 
- the cover crop or green manure crop has a stronger competitive behavior compared to the 

next crop to be planted. 

 




