
 
Dear Sir, Madam, 
 
The Ctgb has, in anticipation of decision-making on applications for assessment and reassessment of 
glyphosate-containing products, taken two principle decisions that serve as the basis for the 
reassessment of all renewal applications and assessment of new applications for glyphosate-
containing products.  
 
In this letter we inform you about these decisions because you are an applicant with a pending 
application for a glyphosate-based product. Depending on the requested GAP, these decisions will 
affect your application to a greater or lesser degree. As usual, you will be informed of the progress of 
your own application via the relevant project manager. If you still have questions after reading this 
letter, you can of course always contact them.  
 
The Board’s decisions concern the procedure that will be followed during the 
assessment/reassessment with regard to (1) exceeding the standard for glyphosate in surface water 
that is intended for the preparation of drinking water and (2) pre-harvest applications of glyphosate.  
 
Glyphosate in surface water intended for the preparation of drinking water 
Part of our current assessment/reassessment is the testing of the intended uses against the drinking 
water standard1. Monitoring data, collected in series over several years, has shown that the quality 
of the surface water in the catchment areas of the Rhine and Drentsche Aa meets the drinking water 
standard. However, at monitoring locations near surface water intake points for drinking water 
abstraction in the catchment area of the Meuse, glyphosate concentrations exceeding the drinking 
water standard have been measured. The standard is already exceeded where the Meuse enters the 
Netherlands, but use in the Netherlands also contributes to the exceedances measured further 
downstream. The degree of exceedances decreases downstream: in recent years, peak 
concentrations show a decreasing trend, as a result of which the 90-percentile values are 
approaching the drinking water standard. However, at present the test concentration remains above 
the drinking water standard. The Ctgb will tackle this shared Dutch/Belgian problem in two ways: it 
will take both measures in the Netherlands and will consult the Belgian authorities on planned and 
implemented measures in Belgium.  
 
The Ctgb analyses the continuous exceedances of the drinking water standard measured near 
several surface water intake points based on data submitted by applicants, as well as publicly 
available information, other monitoring data and data on the effects of measures that were already 
implemented to limit these exceedances. These latter measures also include the prohibition, as of 1 
November 2017, of the professional use of plant protection products outside agriculture and 
horticulture2. The analysis has shown that in the Netherlands the use on closed and semi-open 
pavements makes the largest contribution to the observed exceedances. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 In accordance with Section 2.3.2. of the Evaluation Manual, Chapter 6 Fate and behaviour; version 2.4., 

March 2019 
2 As of 1 November 2017, the professional use of plant protection products outside agriculture is prohibited. 
There are several exceptions. As of March 31, 2016, professional users were prohibited from using plant 
protection products on paved surfaces outside agriculture and horticulture. (Article 27b, paragraph 1 
Regulation on plant protection products and biocidal products). 

  

Buit   








