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Bijgaand ter info een pers release van de europese ombudsman. Wij hebben verder geen details. 
Ombudsman investigates whether the Commission should do more to combat increased bee 
mortality

The European Ombudsman, P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, has opened an investigation into whether 
the European Commission has taken appropriate measures to combat increased bee mortality in 
the EU, which is potentially linked to certain insecticides. This follows a complaint from the Austrian 
Ombudsman Board, alleging that the Commission has failed to take into account new scientific 
evidence arguing in favour of restricting the use of these insecticides. The Ombudsman has asked 
the Commission to submit an opinion by 30 June 2012.

Increased bee mortality possibly linked to certain insecticides

The Commission has authorised the use of a number of insecticides, known as neonicotinoids, for 
plant protection purposes. The relevant regulation provides for a review process concerning the 
authorisation of substances in case new scientific evidence indicates that they no longer fulfil the 
approval criteria, for example, because they pose a threat to animal health.

According to the Austrian Ombudsman Board, observations from beekeepers, as well as new 
scientific evidence, suggest that certain neonicotinoids have led to increased bee mortality in recent 
years.

The problem of increased bee mortality has also been the subject matter of a number of 
parliamentary questions to the European Commission over the past few years. In 2011, the 
Commission stated that it was aware of the toxicity of neonicotinoids. It argued, however, that 
their use should be possible if exposure is limited to non-harmful levels.

According to the complainant, the Commission has failed properly to address the issue of bee 
mortality, which may be linked to the use of certain neonicotinoids. In its view, the Commission 
should take new scientific evidence into account and take appropriate measures, such as reviewing 
the authorisation of relevant substances, in order to address the problem.

Information about the opened inquiry is available at:

http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/cases/caseopened.faces/en/11407/htmi.bookmark

The European Ombudsman investigates complaints about maladministration in the EU institutions 
and bodies. Any EU Citizen, resident, or an enterprise or association in a Member State, can lodge 
a complaint with the Ombudsman. The Ombudsman offers a fast, flexible, and free means ofsolving 
problems with the EU administration. For more Information: http://www, ombudsman, europa, eu

EO/12/6 
17 April 2012

Ombudsman investigates whether the Commission should do more to combat increased 

bee mortality

Beste 5i 2e

Media and External Relations Officer, tel.: 5.1.2.For press inquiries: 5.1.2.

" < 5.1.2.e" 5.1.2.e

bayer.com
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/cases/caseopened.faces/en/11407/htmi.bookmark
http://www,_ombudsman,_europa,_eu


Bayer CropScience
Science For A Beller Life

Tel:

+ 5.1.2.eFax:
@bayer.com

Web: http://www.baver.nl

For alternate languages please go to http://bayerdisclaimer.bayerweb.com

Mobile: 512e
I 
I
I

E-mail: 5.1.2e

Bayer Crop Science SA/NV 
Development & Registration
Energieweg 1
3641 RT Mijdrecht, Netherlands

The information contained in this e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may be confidential, propnetary and/or legally privileged. Inadvertent 
disclosure of this message does not constitute a waiver of any privilege. Ifyou receive this message in error, please do not directly or indirectly use, print, copy, forward, or 
disclose any part of this message. Please also delete this e-mail and all copies and notify the sender. Thank you.

+ 5.1.2.e

I5.1.2.e

5.1.2.e

A
M

 
u 

"
•4

 
t 

< 
7 

V
 n

bayer.com
http://www.baver.nl
http://bayerdisclaimer.bayerweb.com

